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They multiply the number of those, to a still
greater extent, who demand that positions or pos-
sessions shall be somehow provided for them by
society, without reference to any struggle on their
own part at all. The artificial diffusion of " wish "
among these two distinguishable classes is thus
accomplished by education in somewhat different
ways ; but the modus operandi is in one respect the
same in both. It consists of an artificial enlarging,
in the case of all individuals alike, of the ideas
entertained by them of their natural social rights;
and an active craving is thus generalised for pos-
sessions and modes of life, which nine men out of
ten would otherwise have never wasted a thought
upon, and which not one out of ten can possibly
make his own. How easily this idea of rights is
susceptible of enlargement by teaching, and how
efficient it is in creating a desire where none would
have existed otherwise, is vividly illustrated by
those not infrequent cases in which men, who for
half their lives have considered themselves for-
tunate in the possession of moderate affluence,
have suddenly been led to suppose themselves the
heirs of peerages or great estates, and have died
insane or bankrupt in consequence of their vain
endeavours to secure rank or property which, had
it not been for a purely adventitious idea, would
have affected their hopes and wishes no more than
the moon did. It is precisely in this manner
that much of the education of to-day operates
in consequence of current attempts to equalise